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PEOPLE GATHER FOR A CURE AT A SPRING WITH MEDICAL PROPERTIES IN THE WESTERN
PART OF THE HUVSGUL LAKE . WATER FROM FIVE SEPARATE SOURCES IS SUPPOSED TO
CURE FIVE DIFFERENT KINDS OF DISEASES . THE WOMAN ON HORSE TRIED TO CROSS THE
WATER BUT THE ANIMAL REFUSED DUE TO NOISE AND STRONG CURRENT

VOTERS PULLING THE BOAT WITH T EIR C ANDIDATE GUNDALAI ON SHORE BEFORE AN
ELECTORAL MEETING PREPARING FOR ELECTIONS IN JUNE 2004

A CONSTRUCTION OF A WOODEN HOUSE IN THE STEPPE. ON THE HORIZON A CARAVANE
OF YAKS MOVING THE YOURTA TO OTHER LOCATION FOR BETTER PASTURE.

IN THE SUM OF TSAHIR A CARAVANE OF YAKS MOVING THE YOURTA TO OTHER LOCATION FOR
BETTER PASTURE. TRADITIONAL NOMADIC LIFE INVOLVED CHANGING PASTURES UP TO FOUR
TIMES A YEAR. TODAY RICHIER PEOPLE USE TRACTORS.

LOCAL PRIMARY SCHOOL IN BAYANHONGOR. 45% OF THE POPULATION IS UNDER THE AGE OF 15.

LAST DAY OF SHOOL IN A SMALL PROVINCIAL SUM TOWN OF BUUTSAGAAN. (SUM (PLURAL
SOMON)=SECOND LEVEL, AFTER AYMAG, ADMINISTRATIVE ENTITY. ON AVERAGE, EACH SUM ADMINISTERS A TERRITORY OF 4,200 KM2 WITH ABOUT 5,000 INHABITANTS, PRIMARILY NOMADIC
HERDERS. EACH SUM IS AGAIN SUBDIVIDED INTO BAGA (SINGULAR BAG). MOST BAGA ARE OF AN
ENTIRELY VIRTUAL NATURE. THEIR PURPOSE IS TO SORT THE FAMILIES OF NOMADS IN THE SUM
INTO GROUPS, WITHOUT A PERMANENT HUMAN SETTLEMENT.)

ELECTORAL MEETING OF THE OPOSITION LEADER, MR GUNDALAJ, WITH WOTERS OF HIS CONSTITUENCY, IN THE NOTHERN PART OF THE CONTRY, NEAR THE LAKE HUVSGUL, BEFORE THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN JUNE 2004

A SINGER PERFORMS IN A YOURTA AS PART OF ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN OF THE RULING REVOLUTIONARY PARTY, BEFORE THE ELECTIONS IN JUNE 2004. TRADITIONAL SONGS ARE STILL VERY
POPULAR AND PEOPLE JOIN IN THE SINGING.

AFTER ELECTORAL MEETING WITH OPOSITION LEADER MR GUNDALAI THE VOTERS PREPARE LOTTERY COUPONS, TO PARTICIPATE IN A DRAW, IN A SMALL VILLAGE IN NOTHERN PART OF THE
COUNTRY, NEAR LAKE HUVSGUL

ELECTORAL MEETING OF THE DEMOCRATIC OPOSITION LEADER, MR GUNDALAJ, WITH WOTERS OF
HIS CONSTITUENCY. THE NOTHERN PART OF THE CONTRY, NEAR THE LAKE HUVSGUL IS MR GUNDALAJ’S STRONGHOLD AS HE RUNS THE LOCAL VODKA AND JAM FACTORIES. HE WAS REELECTED
IN THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN JUNE 2004

ON THE SQUARE IN FRONT OF GANDAN LAMAIST BUDDHIST TEMPLE IN ULAN BATAAR PEOPLE
PICK UP HOLY GRAINS CALLED ARVA THAT BRING PROSPERITY AND HAPPINESS IF KEPT AT HOME,
AFTER A RELIGIOUS CEREMONY A PRIEST SPREAD THEM ON THE GROUND.

DUST STORM NEAR GANDAN. PEOPLE ENTER A TRADITIONAL DOCTOR WORKING HUT FOR A CONSULTATION

A SMALL SHOP WINDOW IN A POOR DISTRICT NEAR GANDAN IN ULAN BATAAR

A MOTORCYCLE REPAIRS WORKSHOP NEAR THE LOCAL BAZAAR IN THE CITY OF ALTAI, IN GOBI-ALTAI REGION (AIMAG)

A COAL DRIFT NEAR THE TOWN OF NALEH. AFTER THE COLLAPSE OF THE STATE OWN INDUSTRY
PRIVATE COMPANIES EXTRACT COAL FROM SHALLOW PITS USING PRIMITIVE MACHINERY AND PROVIDING WORK FOR LOCAL POPULATION

MONGOLIAN MASSAGE IN THE TRADITIONAL MEDECINE CENTRE IN MANBA DATSAN MONASTERY,
IN ULAN BATAAR

PEOPLE GO HOME TO THE SUBURBAN TOWN OF NALEH, FROM ULAN BATAAR, ON A CITY BUS

A STREET CHILD

It  must  be  difficult  to  find  a  country  with  lesser  geographical  features  than  Mongolia .  Stretching  some  1200  
kilometres  from  North  to  S outh  and  twice  as  far  from  E ast  to  West,  it  is  covered  in  best  part  by  steppe,  a  thin  layer  
of  grass  spread  over  a  sea  of  hills .  Occasionally  there  is  a  white  ger ,  a  symbol  of  human  dwelling  in  this  monotonous  
emptiness .  But  any  traveller  in  any  given  point  in  the  steppe  will  find  a  piece  of  dung  within  five  metres  of  his  person,  
a  tangible  (?)  proof  that  the  country  belongs  to  animals .  F or ,  for  2,751,314  M ongols  there  is  about  26  million  animals,  
the  pasture  capacity  of  M ongolian  steppe  being  estimated  at  30  million.  This,  together  with  extreme  weather  conditions  
kept  the  number  of  inhabitants  low.  It  also  shaped  the  entire  culture.

The  Mongolian   tradition   is   based   on   two   main   activities:   herding   and   conquest.  While   the   former   provided  
the   means   of   subsistence,   the   latter  -   more   pastures   and   more   product   of   other   peoples   to   make   survival   possible   or  
enjoyable.  K eeping  the  population  growth  low,  both  prevented  the  agriculture  from  developing .  They  were  helped  in  this  
matter  by  L amaistic  doctrine  which  keeps  E arth  for  sacred  and  proscribes  digging  as  equivalent  to  wounding .  (Thus  making  the  traditional  M ongolian  shoe  tips  bend  upwards).  In  this  tradition  the  land  belongs  to  such  entities  like  air ,  that  
can   neither   be   quantified   nor   owned.  F or   centuries   it   was   not   even   public ,   it   was   there   and   people   lived   in   complete  
liberty  with  no  space  nor  time  limits .  Their  only  worry,  but  of  crucial  importance,  was  survival  by  adaptation  to  nature.  

Opportunism  and  fatalism  were  dominant.  In  social  life  facts  were  never  questioned,  but  accepted  like  natural  phenomena ,   rain   or   hail .  The   standing   of   national   heroes   was   based   on   legends   not   achievements .  Besides   there   is   a   curious  
tendency  in  nomadic  psyche  to  accept  either  evil  or  saint  and  nothing  in  between.  When  the  B olsheviks  gained  control  
of  M ongolia  in  1924,  it  was  very  easy  for  them  to  create  statesmanlike  figures  from  common  criminals  or  blow  their  
national  standing  out  of  proportions .  The  country  paid  for  that:  in  the  purges  of  late  Thirties  20%  of  adult  population  

(90,000  out  of  700,000  total  population)  were  killed,  all  but  one  monasteries  (1100  approximatively)  destroyed  and  
more  than  17500  L amas  sent  to  gulags  to  never  return.  A nd  all  the  land  went  to  the  state.

The  communists  also  implemented  in  the  country  a  mentality  of  imitation  of  Russians,  the  only  possible  survival  
in  the  Stalinist  period.  At  the  time  it  even  had  a  positive  side  effect:  it  was  the  only  possibility  for  M ongolia  to  keep  
in   touch   with   the   world   outside;   but   with   the   sudden   collapse   of   the   system   it   created   more   problems .  First,   in   deep  
disbelief   that   the  Elder  Brother   can   not   cope   with   reality   any   more,   the  M ongolian   communists   refused   to   introduce  
perestroika   and   implement   reforms .  Second  -   ordinary   people   were   in   shock   and   in   urgent   need   of   an   example   to   follow.  The   unexpected   passage   to   democracy   in  1992   didn’ t   offer   any   new   patters   of   behaviour .  S o   the   society   turned  
towards   the   past,   towards   the   ancestors   and   old   traditions .  Genghis  K han   appeared   everywhere,   even   on   vodka .  Then  
the   demographic   processes   kicked   in,   changing   everything .  The   population   growth   gave  M ongolia   the   never-achieved - in history  2,751,314  inhabitants,  out  of  which  some  45%  are  under  the  age  of  15  and  further  25%  under  the  age  of  35.  

A nd  the  young  generation  rushed  to  towns,  the  urban  lifestyle  generally  perceived  as  better,  not  without  the  help  of  

Hollywood  and  tens  of  TV  channels  available,  thanks  to  satellite  technology,  in  every  by  God  forsaken  ger .  Ulan  Bator  
itself  offers  refuge  to  1  million  people.  

Two  main  subcultures  emerged,  the  nomadic  one,  estimated  at  between  25  -  33%   of  the  population  and  the  
urban  one.  Predictably  it  brought  about  the  fall  of  nomadic  values  and  the  rise  of  cosmopolitanism  among  urban  youth.  

The  need  for  imitation  didn’t  disappear  however,  it  was  simply  redirected  towards  the  US.  The  transition  from  nomadic  
herdsmen   to   sedentary   urban   dwellers   created   new   social   problems   reinforced   by   simultaneous   collapse   of   the   state  
controlled  economy.  With  only  44%  of  economically  active  population  being  actually  employed  and  the  reality  of  urban  
life   not   exactly   along   the  “Santa  Barbara”   lines,   such   social   phenomena   like   poverty  (one   third   of   the   population),  
alcoholism ,  crime  rise,  prostitution  and  street  children  became  omnipresent.  The  fresh  urban  society  didn’ t  have  enough  
time   nor   skills   to   develop   organisations   and   institutions   that   would   deal   with   these   problems .  The   urban   people   also  
have  a  different  attitude  towards  land  property.  The  herdsmen  position  is  simple  -  they  refuse  it  to  guarantee  freedom  
of   movements .  When   the   urban   subculture   got   the   upper   hand,   a   change   in   mentality   occurred   and   everybody   became  
land   hungry.  This   created   chaos   at   first,   as   the   process   was   not   regulated   and   wild.  The   pieces   of   land   claimed   by  
people  were  even  not  registered.  The  democratic  government  introduced  the  L aw  on  L and  in  1994,  first  legal  attempt  
to   regulate   the   phenomenon.  The   issue   swiftly   became   an   object   of   political   play   between   the   ruling   democratic   party  
and  post  communist  opposition,  with  in  the  background  an  important  part  (32%)  of  the  society  opposed  to  the  idea .  A n  
exotic  coalition  of  herders,  traditional  philosophers  and  poets  was  even  born.  Today  every  M ongolian  family  is  entitled  
to  900  sq.  metres  in  the  vicinity  of  a  town  and  some  20,000  hectares  are  expected  to  be  privatised  this  way.

The  speed  of  these  processes  pushed  the  Mongolian  Prime  Minister  to  declare  in  2003  that  within  10  to  15  
years   the   nomadic   lifestyle   will   have   disappeared   altogether .  He   put   the   blame   on   a   competitive   and   fast   developing  
world.  With  the  constant  erosion,  since  the  collapse  of  the  communism ,  of  national  ideology  and  the  powerful  urbanisation   process,   the   whole   of  M ongolian   identity   is   being   reshaped   if   not   lost.  A   new   need   emerged  -   of   integration   in  
world  processes .  Unfortunately  for  M ongolia  it  made  itself  felt  in  a  political  vacuum  in  this  part  of  A sia ,  with  Russia  
perceived  not  as  a  serious  option,  China  as  a  potential  threat  to  national  identity  and  no  other  partners  or  organisations  
of  states  present.  The  urgency  of  the  situation  is  recognised  by  the  political  class .  The  whole  nation  has  to  increase  their  
competitiveness   and   organisation   skills   to   match   those   of  M ongolia’s   neighbours .  The   very   existence   of   the   independent  

Mongolian  state  is  at  stake  and  the  survival  of  its  culture  -  said  Prime  Minister .  A nd  people,  as  usual,  vote  with  their  
feet.
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