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PEOPLE  GATHER  FOR  A  CURE  AT  A  SPRING  WITH  MEDICAL  PROPERTIES  IN  THE  WESTERN

PART  OF  THE  HUVSGUL  LAKE .  WATER  FROM  FIVE  SEPARATE  SOURCES  IS  SUPPOSED  TO

CURE  FIVE  DIFFERENT  KINDS  OF  DISEASES .  THE  WOMAN  ON  HORSE  TRIED  TO  CROSS  THE

WATER  BUT  THE  ANIMAL  REFUSED  DUE  TO  NOISE  AND  STRONG  CURRENT



VOTERS  PULLING  THE  BOAT  WITH  T EIR  C ANDIDATE  GUNDALAI  ON  SHORE  BEFORE  AN

ELECTORAL  MEETING  PREPARING  FOR  ELECTIONS  IN  JUNE  2004 



A  CONSTRUCTION  OF  A  WOODEN  HOUSE  IN  THE  STEPPE.  ON  THE  HORIZON  A  CARAVANE  

OF  YAKS  MOVING  THE  YOURTA  TO  OTHER  LOCATION  FOR  BETTER  PASTURE.



IN  THE  SUM  OF  TSAHIR  A  CARAVANE  OF  YAKS  MOVING  THE  YOURTA  TO  OTHER  LOCATION  FOR  

BETTER  PASTURE.  TRADITIONAL  NOMADIC  LIFE  INVOLVED  CHANGING  PASTURES  UP  TO  FOUR  

TIMES  A  YEAR.  TODAY  RICHIER  PEOPLE  USE  TRACTORS.  



LOCAL  PRIMARY  SCHOOL  IN  BAYANHONGOR.  45%  OF  THE  POPULATION  IS  UNDER  THE  AGE  OF  15.



LAST  DAY  OF  SHOOL  IN  A  SMALL  PROVINCIAL  SUM  TOWN  OF  BUUTSAGAAN.  (SUM  (PLURAL  

SOMON)=SECOND  LEVEL,  AFTER  AYMAG,  ADMINISTRATIVE  ENTITY.  ON  AVERAGE,  EACH  SUM  AD-

MINISTERS  A  TERRITORY  OF  4,200  KM2  WITH  ABOUT  5,000  INHABITANTS,  PRIMARILY  NOMADIC  

HERDERS.  EACH  SUM  IS  AGAIN  SUBDIVIDED  INTO  BAGA  (SINGULAR  BAG).  MOST  BAGA  ARE  OF  AN  

ENTIRELY  VIRTUAL  NATURE.  THEIR  PURPOSE  IS  TO  SORT  THE  FAMILIES  OF  NOMADS  IN  THE  SUM  

INTO  GROUPS,  WITHOUT  A  PERMANENT  HUMAN  SETTLEMENT.)



ELECTORAL  MEETING  OF  THE  OPOSITION  LEADER,  MR  GUNDALAJ,  WITH  WOTERS  OF  HIS  CONSTIT-

UENCY,  IN  THE  NOTHERN  PART  OF  THE  CONTRY,  NEAR  THE  LAKE  HUVSGUL,  BEFORE  THE  PARLIA-

MENTARY  ELECTIONS  IN  JUNE  2004



A  SINGER  PERFORMS  IN  A  YOURTA  AS  PART  OF  ELECTORAL  CAMPAIGN  OF  THE  RULING  REVO-

LUTIONARY  PARTY,  BEFORE  THE  ELECTIONS  IN  JUNE  2004.  TRADITIONAL  SONGS  ARE  STILL  VERY  

POPULAR  AND  PEOPLE  JOIN  IN  THE  SINGING.



AFTER  ELECTORAL  MEETING  WITH  OPOSITION  LEADER  MR  GUNDALAI  THE  VOTERS  PREPARE  LOT-

TERY  COUPONS,  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  A  DRAW,  IN  A  SMALL  VILLAGE  IN  NOTHERN  PART  OF  THE  

COUNTRY,  NEAR  LAKE  HUVSGUL



ELECTORAL  MEETING  OF  THE  DEMOCRATIC  OPOSITION  LEADER,  MR  GUNDALAJ,  WITH  WOTERS  OF  

HIS  CONSTITUENCY.  THE  NOTHERN  PART  OF  THE  CONTRY,  NEAR  THE  LAKE  HUVSGUL  IS  MR  GUN-

DALAJ’S  STRONGHOLD  AS  HE  RUNS  THE  LOCAL  VODKA  AND  JAM  FACTORIES.  HE  WAS  REELECTED  

IN  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS  IN  JUNE  2004



ON  THE  SQUARE  IN  FRONT  OF  GANDAN  LAMAIST  BUDDHIST  TEMPLE  IN  ULAN  BATAAR  PEOPLE  

PICK  UP  HOLY  GRAINS  CALLED  ARVA  THAT  BRING  PROSPERITY  AND  HAPPINESS  IF  KEPT  AT  HOME,  

AFTER  A  RELIGIOUS  CEREMONY  A  PRIEST  SPREAD  THEM  ON  THE  GROUND.



DUST  STORM  NEAR  GANDAN.  PEOPLE  ENTER  A  TRADITIONAL  DOCTOR  WORKING  HUT  FOR  A  CON-

SULTATION



A  SMALL  SHOP  WINDOW  IN  A  POOR  DISTRICT  NEAR  GANDAN  IN  ULAN  BATAAR



A  MOTORCYCLE  REPAIRS  WORKSHOP  NEAR  THE  LOCAL  BAZAAR  IN  THE  CITY  OF  ALTAI,  IN  GOBI-AL-

TAI  REGION  (AIMAG)



A  COAL  DRIFT  NEAR  THE  TOWN  OF  NALEH.  AFTER  THE  COLLAPSE  OF  THE  STATE  OWN  INDUSTRY  

PRIVATE  COMPANIES  EXTRACT  COAL  FROM  SHALLOW  PITS  USING  PRIMITIVE  MACHINERY  AND  PRO-

VIDING  WORK  FOR  LOCAL  POPULATION



MONGOLIAN  MASSAGE  IN  THE  TRADITIONAL  MEDECINE  CENTRE  IN  MANBA  DATSAN  MONASTERY,  

IN  ULAN  BATAAR



PEOPLE  GO  HOME  TO  THE  SUBURBAN  TOWN  OF  NALEH,  FROM  ULAN  BATAAR,  ON  A  CITY  BUS



A  STREET  CHILD



	It		must		be		dIffIcult		to		fInd		a		country		wIth		lesser		geographIcal		features		than		mongolIa.		stretchIng		some		1200		

kIlometres		from		north		to		south		and		twIce		as		far		from		east		to		west,		It		Is		covered		In		best		part		by		steppe,		a		thIn		layer		

of		grass		spread		over		a		sea		of		hIlls.		occasIonally		there		Is		a		whIte		ger,		a		symbol		of		human		dwellIng		In		thIs		monotonous		

emptIness.		but		any		traveller		In		any		gIven		poInt		In		the		steppe		wIll		fInd		a		pIece		of		dung		wIthIn		fIve		metres		of		hIs		person,		

a		tangIble		(?)		proof		that		the		country		belongs		to		anImals.		for,		for		2,751,314		mongols		there		Is		about		26		mIllIon		anImals,		

the		pasture		capacIty		of		mongolIan		steppe		beIng		estImated		at		30		mIllIon.		thIs,		together		wIth		extreme		weather		condItIons		

kept		the		number		of		InhabItants		low.		It		also		shaped		the		entIre		culture.

	the		mongolIan		tradItIon		Is		based		on		two		maIn		actIvItIes:		herdIng		and		conquest.		whIle		the		former		provIded		

the		means		of		subsIstence,		the		latter		-		more		pastures		and		more		product		of		other		peoples		to		make		survIval		possIble		or		

enjoyable.		keepIng		the		populatIon		growth		low,		both		prevented		the		agrIculture		from		developIng.		they		were		helped		In		thIs		

matter		by		lamaIstIc		doctrIne		whIch		keeps		earth		for		sacred		and		proscrIbes		dIggIng		as		equIvalent		to		woundIng.		(thus		mak-

Ing		the		tradItIonal		mongolIan		shoe		tIps		bend		upwards).		In		thIs		tradItIon		the		land		belongs		to		such		entItIes		lIke		aIr,		that		

can		neIther		be		quantIfIed		nor		owned.		for		centurIes		It		was		not		even		publIc,		It		was		there		and		people		lIved		In		complete		

lIberty		wIth		no		space		nor		tIme		lImIts.		theIr		only		worry,		but		of		crucIal		Importance,		was		survIval		by		adaptatIon		to		nature.		

opportunIsm		and		fatalIsm		were		domInant.		In		socIal		lIfe		facts		were		never		questIoned,		but		accepted		lIke		natural		phenom-

ena,		raIn		or		haIl.		the		standIng		of		natIonal		heroes		was		based		on		legends		not		achIevements.		besIdes		there		Is		a		curIous		

tendency		In		nomadIc		psyche		to		accept		eIther		evIl		or		saInt		and		nothIng		In		between.		when		the		bolshevIks		gaIned		control		

of		mongolIa		In		1924,		It		was		very		easy		for		them		to		create		statesmanlIke		fIgures		from		common		crImInals		or		blow		theIr		

natIonal		standIng		out		of		proportIons.		the		country		paId		for		that:		In		the		purges		of		late		thIrtIes		20%		of		adult		populatIon		

(90,000		out		of		700,000		total		populatIon)		were		kIlled,		all		but		one		monasterIes		(1100		approxImatIvely)		destroyed		and		

more		than		17500		lamas		sent		to		gulags		to		never		return.		and		all		the		land		went		to		the		state.

	the		communIsts		also		Implemented		In		the		country		a		mentalIty		of		ImItatIon		of		russIans,		the		only		possIble		survIval		

In		the		stalInIst		perIod.		at		the		tIme		It		even		had		a		posItIve		sIde		effect:		It		was		the		only		possIbIlIty		for		mongolIa		to		keep		

In		touch		wIth		the		world		outsIde;		but		wIth		the		sudden		collapse		of		the		system		It		created		more		problems.		fIrst,		In		deep		

dIsbelIef		that		the		elder		brother		can		not		cope		wIth		realIty		any		more,		the		mongolIan		communIsts		refused		to		Introduce		

perestroIka		and		Implement		reforms.		second		-		ordInary		people		were		In		shock		and		In		urgent		need		of		an		example		to		fol-

low.		the		unexpected		passage		to		democracy		In		1992		dIdn’t		offer		any		new		patters		of		behavIour.		so		the		socIety		turned		

towards		the		past,		towards		the		ancestors		and		old		tradItIons.		genghIs		khan		appeared		everywhere,		even		on		vodka.		then		

the		demographIc		processes		kIcked		In,		changIng		everythIng.		the		populatIon		growth		gave		mongolIa		the		never-achIeved-In-

hIstory		2,751,314		InhabItants,		out		of		whIch		some		45%		are		under		the		age		of		15		and		further		25%		under		the		age		of		35.		

and		the		young		generatIon		rushed		to		towns,		the		urban		lIfestyle		generally		perceIved		as		better,		not		wIthout		the		help		of		



hollywood		and		tens		of		tv		channels		avaIlable,		thanks		to		satellIte		technology,		In		every		by		god		forsaken		ger.		ulan		bator		

Itself		offers		refuge		to		1		mIllIon		people.		

	two		maIn		subcultures		emerged,		the		nomadIc		one,		estImated		at		between		25		-		33%		of		the		populatIon		and		the		

urban		one.		predIctably		It		brought		about		the		fall		of		nomadIc		values		and		the		rIse		of		cosmopolItanIsm		among		urban		youth.		

the		need		for		ImItatIon		dIdn’t		dIsappear		however,		It		was		sImply		redIrected		towards		the		us.		the		transItIon		from		nomadIc		

herdsmen		to		sedentary		urban		dwellers		created		new		socIal		problems		reInforced		by		sImultaneous		collapse		of		the		state		

controlled		economy.		wIth		only		44%		of		economIcally		actIve		populatIon		beIng		actually		employed		and		the		realIty		of		urban		

lIfe		not		exactly		along		the		“santa		barbara”		lInes,		such		socIal		phenomena		lIke		poverty		(one		thIrd		of		the		populatIon),		

alcoholIsm,		crIme		rIse,		prostItutIon		and		street		chIldren		became		omnIpresent.		the		fresh		urban		socIety		dIdn’t		have		enough		

tIme		nor		skIlls		to		develop		organIsatIons		and		InstItutIons		that		would		deal		wIth		these		problems.		the		urban		people		also		

have		a		dIfferent		attItude		towards		land		property.		the		herdsmen		posItIon		Is		sImple		-		they		refuse		It		to		guarantee		freedom		

of		movements.		when		the		urban		subculture		got		the		upper		hand,		a		change		In		mentalIty		occurred		and		everybody		became		

land		hungry.		thIs		created		chaos		at		fIrst,		as		the		process		was		not		regulated		and		wIld.		the		pIeces		of		land		claImed		by		

people		were		even		not		regIstered.		the		democratIc		government		Introduced		the		law		on		land		In		1994,		fIrst		legal		attempt		

to		regulate		the		phenomenon.		the		Issue		swIftly		became		an		object		of		polItIcal		play		between		the		rulIng		democratIc		party		

and		post		communIst		opposItIon,		wIth		In		the		background		an		Important		part		(32%)		of		the		socIety		opposed		to		the		Idea.		an		

exotIc		coalItIon		of		herders,		tradItIonal		phIlosophers		and		poets		was		even		born.		today		every		mongolIan		famIly		Is		entItled		

to		900		sq.		metres		In		the		vIcInIty		of		a		town		and		some		20,000		hectares		are		expected		to		be		prIvatIsed		thIs		way.

	the		speed		of		these		processes		pushed		the		mongolIan		prIme		mInIster		to		declare		In		2003		that		wIthIn		10		to		15		

years		the		nomadIc		lIfestyle		wIll		have		dIsappeared		altogether.		he		put		the		blame		on		a		competItIve		and		fast		developIng		

world.		wIth		the		constant		erosIon,		sInce		the		collapse		of		the		communIsm,		of		natIonal		Ideology		and		the		powerful		urbanIsa-

tIon		process,		the		whole		of		mongolIan		IdentIty		Is		beIng		reshaped		If		not		lost.		a		new		need		emerged		-		of		IntegratIon		In		

world		processes.		unfortunately		for		mongolIa		It		made		Itself		felt		In		a		polItIcal		vacuum		In		thIs		part		of		asIa,		wIth		russIa		

perceIved		not		as		a		serIous		optIon,		chIna		as		a		potentIal		threat		to		natIonal		IdentIty		and		no		other		partners		or		organIsatIons		

of		states		present.		the		urgency		of		the		sItuatIon		Is		recognIsed		by		the		polItIcal		class.		the		whole		natIon		has		to		Increase		theIr		

competItIveness		and		organIsatIon		skIlls		to		match		those		of		mongolIa’s		neIghbours.		the		very		exIstence		of		the		Independent		

mongolIan		state		Is		at		stake		and		the		survIval		of		Its		culture		-		saId		prIme		mInIster.		and		people,		as		usual,		vote		wIth		theIr		

feet.
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